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to help. We have discussed a very important
issue which is handling the peace process, secu-
rity, and terrorist action. This is very important
because it is laying the peace process. So I don’t
think Madrid or Washington or Moscow or
Egypt or France doesn’t deal—the name of the
town will solve the problem.

Thank you very much.

NOTE: The President’s 115th news conference
began at 3:50 p.m. in the courtyard at the
Movenpick Hotel. Participants referred to Prime
Minister Shimon Peres of Israel and Prime Min-
ister John Major of the United Kingdom.

Remarks on Arrival in Tel Aviv, Israel
March 13, 1996

Thank you. Mr. Prime Minister, Mr. Speaker,
members of the Israeli Government, representa-
tives of the people of Israel. I am honored to
be here today, again, to stand with you in a
time of pain and mourning and challenge. We
grieve with you in the loss of innocent lives;
we pray with you for the scores who lie wound-
ed; we stand with you in the unceasing battle
against those who commit these awful crimes.
Your journey is our journey, and America will
be with you every step of the way.

The attacks we mourn claimed Israeli lives,
although others, including Americans, died as
well. But these attacks were aimed at all who
yearn for a better day for this region, for all
who believe that peace is better than war. The
enemies of peace have grown desperate and
more vicious as the reality of peace has moved
closer. But we must not let the acts of the
wicked few destroy the dreams of the many.
Together we must restore the security that
building peace requires. Those who practice ter-
ror must not succeed. We must root them out,
and we will not let them kill the peace.

In this time you are not alone. I have flown
here with the Prime Minister, as he said, from
Sharm al-Sheikh, from a Summit of Peace-
makers that is unprecedented in the history of
the Middle East. At the urging of many who
were once Israel’s sworn enemies—Egypt, Jor-
dan, the Palestinians—29 leaders came together,
13 of them from Arab countries. There were
Israel neighbors, there were other Arab nations,
nations from Europe, North America, and Asia.
All have long labored for peace. All are now
united against the terror aimed at Israel. They
came to support with deeds as well as words
the peace process and the restoration of security
and new efforts against terrorism.

Only a few years ago, such a meeting would
have been inconceivable. Only a few weeks ago,
such a meeting would have been hard to imag-
ine. Just a few days ago, this remarkable meeting
was put together.

The leaders of this area have met only a hand-
ful of times, and then always to celebrate events
on the road to peace. But today they met in
common cause to take action to confront the
urgent threat of terrorism, to show that Hamas,
Hezbollah, the Islamic Jihad will not succeed
in killing the peace.

Now many of Israel’s neighbors in the region
have demonstrated that they share your desire
for peace, and they understand that extremist
violence is also their enemy. The nations that
met in Sharm al-Sheikh sowed the seeds for
a new cooperation to build peace and to con-
front those who would destroy it. The Middle
East is changing; we must not, we will not let
terror reverse history.

Sharm al-Sheikh was a beginning. Tomorrow
we will press forward when I and senior admin-
istration officials meet with the Prime Minister
and his key security advisers. We will discuss
concrete steps the United States can take to
help the IDF and the Israeli police defeat those
who would murder and maim. No one takes
greater personal risks on behalf of peace than
the brave men and women of Israel’s security
forces, like those who are standing here. Amer-
ica is determined to support them in every way
and to provide them with the means they need
to prevail against extremism and violence.

I have visited this beautiful and holy land
before. I have celebrated a great event on the
road to peace. I have mourned Prime Minister
Rabin. Today I come again in sorrow but also
in determination with this message from the
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American people: The United States stands
more strongly than ever, shoulder-to-shoulder,
with Israel. We will work with you as you strive
for a secure peace. We will stand by your side
until Israelis come to know that peace with se-
curity within this land is a reality, ‘‘until,’’ in
the words of the prophet, ‘‘the voice of joy and

the voice of gladness are heard again in the
cities and the hills of Israel.’’

Thank you very much.

NOTE: The President spoke at 9:21 p.m. at Ben-
Gurion Airport. In his remarks, he referred to
Prime Minister Shimon Peres of Israel and Sheval
Weis, Speaker of the Knesset.

Remarks Following Discussions With President Ezer Weizman of Israel
and an Exchange With Reporters in Jerusalem, Israel
March 13, 1996

The President. Let me say that it is a great
honor to be back at the President’s house and
with the President again. And along with the
Prime Minister, we were able to give a report
on our impressions of what happened at Sharm
al-Sheikh today and what the significance of it
was, and then we talked a little bit about the
challenges ahead. We spent about an hour in
a very good discussion, and as always when I’m
with the President, I learned a lot and I leave
with a lot of food for thought.

But I feel much better about our prospects
for presenting a united front against terror and
for security and therefore creating and maintain-
ing conditions under which the peace process
can proceed than I did before I went to Sharm
al-Sheikh today. And I thank the Prime Minister
for his work, and I say again, I came here more
than anything else just to once again express
the solidarity of the United States with Israel,
grief at your loss, and our determination to do
what we can both to restore your security and
to preserve the march of peace.

Israel’s Capital
Q. President Clinton, do you have any reflec-

tions on President Weizman not going to the

airport, obviously intending thereby to dem-
onstrate Israel’s historic commitment to Jeru-
salem being its capital, a position that you en-
dorsed yourself during your campaign but we
haven’t heard much from you on since? Do you
have any feeling about that situation you’d like
to share with us?

The President. No. My feeling is what it has
been ever since the first agreement was reached
in which Israel and the Palestinian Authority
agreed that that would be part of the final nego-
tiations. And the United States agreed that we
would support the process that Israel had fash-
ioned, and that’s what I intend to continue to
do. I haven’t changed my position on anything.
I just—I believe that we are a partner in a
process that primarily affects the Israelis and
the neighbors of Israel, and we ought to support
the process that the parties agreed to for resolv-
ing all those matters.

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:20 p.m. at Presi-
dent Weizman’s residence. A tape was not avail-
able for verification of the content of these
remarks.

The President’s News Conference With Prime Minister Shimon Peres of
Israel in Jerusalem
March 14, 1996

Prime Minister Peres. Mr. President, ladies
and gentlemen, under the administration of

President Clinton, this is the fourth important
move that took place in the Middle East. The
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